Sermon for Epiphany 3 2012.
Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and he revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.

January is a frugal month. Many people are paying off their Christmas and New Year debts, and, if they’re fortunate, are  looking towards a holiday they might take later in the year. For now, however, we live pretty simply, looking to the pay cheque at the end of the month and not splashing out on expensive parties. So it’s a surprising day for three readings which are all concern different kinds of  feasts.
The one I want to focus on this morning is the feast at the marriage of Cana at Galilee. We are told at the end of this story that this was the first of Jesus’ ‘signs’. ‘Sign’ is the word ST John prefers to use to describe what the other Gospel-writers call ‘miracle’. His Gospel contains six of these: today’s story, three healing stories, the feeding of the 5000, and, most extraordinary of all, the raising of Lazarus from the dead, each one telling the reader something about Jesus. Compared to all the rest, this turning of water into wine, welcome though it was for the couple and wedding guests, would seem to be the least remarkable and life-changing.  Yet in it, John says, Jesus’s glory was revealed. What is meant by this?
Let’s start by returning to John Chapter 1, the Gospel reading for Christmas Day. This tells us that the One we celebrate at Christmas is not just a baby, a prophet or King, but the Word of God Himself, involved in making our world and the stars which fill the night sky. This Word took flesh (or ‘became a human being’) and we saw his glory. In other words, God’s glory was glimpsed in Jesus when he took what is common to you and me – our human flesh- and filled it with his presence. This is quite surprising, since the word ‘glory’ in the Old Testament was more commonly used for  set-apart  places where God was believed to dwell – either on Mt Sinai, where Moses received the 10 Commandments, or the Holiest part of the Temple where only the high-priest could go. Glory was all about the remote, holy and extraordinary, not the ordinary, everyday things. Yet in Jesus this belief is turned on its head.
So let’s look at this story. Like every story in John’s Gospel, it’s full of double meanings. It starts with the seemingly obvious words ‘on the third day’. Obvious maybe if John had told us about the second and first days, but there’s nothing about them at all, leading many commentators to see these words as symbolic rather than literal. To any early Christian reader the phrase ‘on the third day’ could only mean one thing: Easter Day, the day when Jesus was raised from the dead. This tells us that this story is about a great deal more than saving a family from social embarrassment. It’s about transformation, just as Jesus’ dead body was transformed into his risen body at Easter. It’s about transformation from the old ways which involved endless washing to obtain forgiveness and purification, to the new way, when we only have to hear the word of Jesus to be forgiven. But it’s transformation of an ordinary everyday (though vital) thing like water into the wine of celebration. And it is through this transformation that Jesus works his miracle and shows his glory.
What does this mean for us today? All of us live ordinary, everyday lives which we might feel to be rather drab at this time of year, a month or so on from Christmas. In fact last Monday was called ‘blue Monday’ because it is calculated to be the most depressing day of the year. Yet I wonder whether this might be a state of mind rather than something based on reality, for it all depends on how we look at life. If we split up life in to extraordinary, fun, festival times and ordinary, drab everyday ones, then we’re bound to be disappointed. Yet if we see everyday life as the place where God works his miracles of transformation then there are signs of glory to be glimpsed everywhere. For Sarah and me those signs in the last week were to be glimpsed in the skill and care of the medical staff at ST Mary’s plus the concern shown by so many who have sent good wishes. Others may see signs of glory in the stars the BBC  encouraged to gaze at in the last week – stars that always been there but have gone unnoticed. That would seem very appropriate in this season of Epiphany, or appearance, of the star to the wise men. God is still revealing the glory of his Son in our world today. Those are the miracles of our everyday lives, the signs of glory so often hidden from our eyes.
For Epiphany is about much more than that story of the Wise Men. My dictionary has a number of definitions of the word, but one is this: “a sudden, intuitive perception of or insight into the reality or essential meaning of something, usually initiated by some simple, homely, or commonplace occurrence or experience.” For us believers that reality is God. As I thought about this sermon I had a poem called ‘Disclosure’ in front of me by Ann Lewin. ‘Prayer’ she says, ‘is like watching for the Kingfisher. All you can do is to be where he likely to appear and wait… seeing or not seeing cease to matter… sometimes you have almost stopped expecting it and a flash of brightness gives encouragement.’ Are we ready to wait to receive such an epiphany or do we not expect any such thing?
Another prayer-poem I have come from the great French priest Michel Quoist, who loved to meditate  on the epiphanies of everyday life.  I particularly like this one because it makes reference to today’s story and reminds us also of  the ordinary elements of bread and wine transformed into Christ for us at the Eucharist. 
Lord I have time (he says)
I have plenty of time, All the time that you give me, 

The years of my life, The days of my years, The hours of my days,

They are all mine.

Mine to fill quietly, calmly, But to fill completely, up to the brim,

To offer them to you, That of their insipid water

You may make a rich wine such as you made once in Cana of Galilee
